Working to restore healthy
waters for fish and people in
the Rogue River watershed, we
focus our work on streams that
are key to increasing numbers
of native salmon and steelhead.
A nonprofit organization and
recognized Oregon watershed
council, we engage landowners
and managers throughout the
middle and upper Rogue Basin
to enhance and improve
streambank forests, limit
agricultural runoff, and restore
instream habitat.

Contact us today to
discuss a fish passage
project on your property.
89 Alder Street
Central Point, OR 97502
info@rogueriverwc.org
541.423.6158
www.rogueriverwc.org

Over the past 12 years, all major dams on the mainstem of
the Rogue River downstream of the dam forming Lost
Creek Reservoir have been removed, making 50 additional
miles of the Rogue totally accessible to spawning salmon
and steelhead and downstream migration of juvenile fish
less hazardous.
This was a major victory for the Rogue’s iconic runs of
salmon and steelhead, but over 600 barriers remain on
Rogue tributaries, blocking hundreds of miles of cool water
habitat for juvenile salmon, steelhead, and other fish during
hot summers. Many of those are in the Rogue River
Watershed Council’s area, blocking habitat necessary for the
survival of the threatened Coho Salmon.
Barriers as low as six inches present a difficult challenge for
juvenile salmon, steelhead, and trout, which may only be two
to four inches long. Opening up vital habitat through
removal of these small barriers will help ensure healthy
populations of salmon and steelhead, benefiting the cultural,
recreational, and economic vitality of our region.

A seemingly innocuous barrier, but one that blocked passage for many juvenile fish
Smith-Myer-Roper diversion dam on Ashland Creek, removed in 2019

Rogue River Watershed Council (RRWC) has been
involved in removing fish passage barriers for over
ten years. This includes several culvert removals as
well as dam removals on Larsen Creek in Medford,
Jones Creek in Grants Pass, Wagner Creek near
Talent, Salt Creek near Eagle Point, and Ashland
Creek in Ashland. Our fish passage staff and
contractors have years of experience and are wellknown for their successful projects.

Beeson-Robison dam on Wagner Creek, prior to removal

Our projects often provide opportunities for
accompanying work to improve water quality and
habitat, including irrigation efficiency improvements,
in-stream water rights transfers, near stream
restoration, and education.

We work with landowners, agencies, and engineers
to develop and design plans, apply for permits, and
seek funding to complete our projects. Funding for
these projects has been a mix of private foundation,
organization, and government grants. Technical
work is usually performed by local contractors,
supporting the local economy.
RRWC has plans for the removal of several barriers
over the near future: one on Little Butte Creek near
Lake Creek; four on Salt Creek, a tributary of Little
Butte Creek; and one on Wolf Creek in northern
Josephine County. These are but six of the 32
barriers in our area that Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife has listed as removal priorities.
The water delivery is better than it was. It’s more
efficient than it was. Just even maintaining it is
1,000 times easier. . . . From my perspective, there
really isn’t a negative.
Bob Hackett, water user on Wagner Creek on the
removal of Beeson-Robison diversion dam

Wagner Creek after the removal of Beeson-Robison dam
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