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Alexis Larsen, project manager with the Rogue River Watershed Council, walks along a restoration project on Little Butte Creek Friday.

Fixing the flow

Restoration project helps Little Butte Creek shed effects from 1997 flood
By Mark Freeman
Mail Tribune

EAGLE POINT — A meandering side channel and a row
of bank-fortifying root wads
finally have helped a stretch of
Little Butte Creek shed its lingering hangover from the New
Years Day flood of 1997.
A $255,000 restoration project that was mostly completed
last summer has taken hold on
this stretch of creek outside
of Eagle Point and created a
more fish-friendly habitat
while reducing bank erosion
during rising water times like
this week’s rains.
A side channel choked with
non-native canary grass is
flowing again, and three artificial channels now connect it
to the mainstem creek, providing new places for wild juvenile
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Since then, the creek has cut
a tight dog-leg right on the
property and has systematically scoured a large cut bank,
with barely 100 yards of ground
remaining to keep Little Butte
from flowing into lower Antelope Creek.
If that occurred, it would
overtax Antelope Creek with
dirty water and overwhelm culverts under roads, Larsen said.
As Little Butte Creek continued to eat away at that bank,
the extra sediment further
dirties a stream already over
acceptable sediment loads.
That created poor habitat for
threatened wild coho salmon
in the creek, which is considered a key cog in restoring wild
coho habitat in the upper Rogue
River Basin.
SEE FLOW, A3
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When I looked at her, sometimes she looked away. But
some other times we kept
on looking at each other, as
if she was waiting for one of
us to laugh. She’s really good
at steady looking. She’s also
very sexy.
She’s kind of chained to
her friend. They are always
chatting together and hanging together. This prevents
me from talking to this girl.
We live in the same neighborhood. But I haven’t asked her
where, exactly.
When we engage in a conversation, we suddenly start
acting as if we are chatting in
a bar (and she laughs about
every comment I make, in
a good way). But after that
role play, the bubble pops,
and I go blank. So far, I haven’t dared to talk to her after
classes. I end up going back
home, talking to myself and
saying, “What am I gonna
do?” — Shy Guy
Dear Shy: Here’s what
you’re going to do. You’re
going to go for it. Say to her
(and her friend), “You want
to continue our English lesson
over coffee (or bubble tea, or
a drink)? I know a good place.
Let’s keep practicing!”
Don’t leave out the “Korean
dude.” Perhaps he could
make conversation with the
friend while you concentrate
on your crush.
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Little Butte Creek flows
into the Rogue less than a
mile upstream of the intake
where the city of Medford draws Rogue water in
summer for municipal use.
The new main log structures
not only slow flows and protect the bank but also create
complex habitat for wild juvenile coho that have to slug it
out through an entire winter
here before heading to sea as
smolts.
The side channel does
much of the same, giving the
creek back its meander.
Though operational, the
project is not done, Larsen
said.
Crews also have manually
cut a massive plantation
of non-native Himalayan
blackberries that will be
replaced by native plants
and grasses later this year,
she said.

at times. Street signs are
down. Familiar landmarks
are missing.
While driving through what
she calls the “chimney forest”

Ellison said the mural she
saw was so striking it took
Page
away her sadness
and: A03
made
her grateful, much like spending time with the crosses.

The $255,000 project was
funded primarily by the
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and joined with
a grant from a partnership
of local and federal agencies that provide drinking
water in the region. In-kind
donations also come from
the city of Eagle Point, the
federal Bureau of Reclamation and the Medford Water
Commission.
Both OWEB and the drinking water partnership in
late 2016 helped fund the
$70,000 study and design
work done last year, Larsen
said. Several other government and nonprofit agencies
contributed to the project,
she said.

DOGS

You can reach Mail Tribune reporter Mark
Freeman at 541-776-4470
or mfreeman@rosebudmedia.com. Follow him on
Twitter at twitter.com/
MTwriterFreeman.
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or by obedience training. The
duration and circumstances of
the confinement shall be consistent with minimum care for
the animal under Oregon statutes protecting animals from
mistreatment or abuse.”
We didn’t know this either,
Oscar. Please don’t tell on us.
Send questions to “Since
You Asked,” Mail Tribune
Newsroom, P.O. Box 1108,
Medford, OR 97501; by fax to
541-776-4376; or by email to
youasked@rosebudmedia.com.
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or on the go, mailtribune.
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PROUDLY PRESENTS:
The 2019 Edition of

OUR
VALLEY!

Over 40 years of loyal readers turn to
Our Valley for the most entertaining and
surprising stories about the Rogue Valley.

PUT YOUR MARKETING
MESSAGE WHERE IT
COUNTS!

Reserve your space today to reach over
50k Rogue Valley consumers!
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